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Objectives:

Discuss Amplify CKLA Reading Pilot 

Review Stafford’s journey into the 
Science of Reading 

Understand why the Science of 
Reading is important to support 
student learning



What does 34% represent?
A. The percentage of students diagnosed with 

dyslexia

B. The percentage of Grade 3 students who do not 
read on grade-level

C. The percentage of students who prefer math 
over reading 



What does the number 1,000,000 
represent?

A. The intervention minutes needed to support a 
student reading below grade-level

B. The average number of pages students read by 
Grade 5

C. The number of words advantaged students 
come to school with that disadvantaged 
students lack



What is the Science of Reading?
The Science of Reading is a vast, interdisciplinary body of 

scientifically-based research about reading and issues related to 
reading and writing.



What is the Science of Reading?
This research has been conducted over the last five decades across the 

world, and it is derived from thousands of studies conducted in 
multiple languages. The science of reading has culminated in a 

preponderance of evidence to inform how proficient reading and writing 
develop; why some have difficulty, and how we can most effectively 

teach to improve student outcomes.



What the Science of Reading is 
NOT…

● An ideology or philosophy
● A fad, trend, new idea, or pendulum swing
● A political agenda
● A one-size-fits-all approach
● A program of instruction
● A single, specific component of 

instruction, such as phonics



Why is the Science of Reading 
important?

Based on Science

Teaching the 
correspondence 
between letters and 
sounds is the fastest 
way to acquire 
reading and 
comprehension

Focused on ALL 
students

30-40% of students 
need the explicit 
instruction that is part of 
the Science of Reading



Five Pillars of Reading



The Right to Read Legislation

In June 2021, Connecticut passed the “Right to Read” 
legislation in Public Act No. 21-2. This legislation is 

focused on ensuring that every Connecticut student has 
the right to read at or above grade level independently 

and proficiently by the end of third grade. 



The Right to Read Legislation

To achieve this goal, the Connecticut State Department 
of Education reviewed and approved specific reading 

models or programs aligned to the Science of Reading 
which must be implemented by all public school districts 

in Grades K-3 by July 1, 2025.



Stafford’s Journey

2018-2019
Implementation of 
Fundations (K-3) & 
Sadlier Vocabulary 

(4-5)

● Extended Support 
Masterclass

● Reading Taskforce
● Revised Literacy 

Assessments
● Implementation of 

mCLASS
● Pilot of Amplify 

2023-2024

Spring 2022
Teacher Book Club: 
Shifting the Balance

2022-2023
● CSDE Masterclass (District Literacy 

Leadership Team)
● Reading Taskforce 
● Kick-Off for SOR Professional Learning
● K-5 Literacy Scan
● Heggerty Phonemic Awareness PK-1

Implementation of 
Geodes Decodable Text 

(K-2)

Right to Read 
legislation passed

2021

June 2021



Where we are now…

Lucy Calkins 
Reading & Writing 

Workshop



Our next steps…

Beginning in January 2024, some classrooms at 
WSS and SES will be piloting Amplify Core 
Knowledge Language Arts (Amplify CKLA), a 
nationally recognized reading program aligned to 
the Science of Reading. 



● Comprehensive early literacy 
program (PK-5) grounded in the 
Science of Reading

● Sequences deep content knowledge 
with research-based foundational 
skills

● Recognized by the Knowledge 
Matters Campaign for excellence in 
intentionally building knowledge

● Rated all green on EdReports

What is Amplify CKLA?

https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/curriculum/core-knowledge-language-arts/
https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/curriculum/core-knowledge-language-arts/
https://www.edreports.org/reports/overview/core-knowledge-language-arts-ckla-2015


● Explicit, systematic foundational 
skills instruction 
○ Research-based Scope & 

Sequence with Print Concepts, 
Phonological Awareness, 
Phonics and Word Recognition 
and Grammar

● Knowledge-building sequence
○ Content-specific, cumulative

What is Amplify CKLA?



K-2 3 4-5

120 Minutes 120 Minutes 90 Minutes

60 Minutes = Knowledge Block
60 Minutes = Skills Block

Integrated Block 
Knowledge and Skills Combined

Integrated Block of 
Knowledge and Skills Combined

Knowledge Block
Content knowledge through 

Read Aloud
Reading, Language/Vocabulary, 
Writing, Speaking, & Listening

Knowledge and Foundational 
Skills combined with increasingly 

complex texts, close reading, 
and writing

Knowledge and Foundational 
Skills combined with increasingly 

complex texts, close reading, 
and writing

Skills Block
Foundational Skills and Reading

Supplemental Quests:
Gr. 3 - The Viking Quest

Supplemental Quests:
Gr. 4 - The Contraption

Gr. 5 - The Robot

Amplify CKLA Literacy Block



The Importance of Knowledge-Building & 
Connections from Year to Year 



Decodable Text
Kindergarten and 1st Grade



Grade 2 Progression



Grade 3
Animal Classification

Grade 4
Geology

Grade 5
Early American Civilizations



Amplify CKLA Caregiver Hub
https://amplify.com/caregiver-hub/amplify-ckla/ 

https://amplify.com/caregiver-hub/amplify-ckla/


Questions? 


